A Passport To
The East End’s
Hidden Wonders

Forry miles of tradls frome Skinme-
roek ro Monteaut
By CARmss Katz
o 4 place with so lm#:rm
I the South Fork's vast syseem of hik-
ing and biking trails b treat chat even
some |ocals are barely aware of -Winching
through cenmunes-obd forests and  soll-
frrming sand dunes, passing hidden punds
and curiows houlder fields, the ails ane the
hest way to dppreciate what makes this pam
of the [sland w spectal.

In the new book =Tl o the
South Fork.” Mike Batting affces readen o
passpoit o those wonders, With detailed
entrigs on mone than 40 wails from Shin-
necock Hills m Monmuk, the book. is an
excellent resowrce fior those who alresdy
know their wary aronnd the trils and those

o cxplve them
mﬁf-mmwry

many vears as g0 environmental planner
Mmﬁmﬁ:ﬂhﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂhm
has sushject well He baings oo the hook his
knowledge of the South Fodk's history, ge-
ailagy, botiny, ecology, and even politics, for
m::l:ﬂpﬂm,hukmmm
and governmental will o complete new
mmils,

Wharking with tve Group for the South
Fork, Mr B‘-mnmh:hndn';ghmhlm,m
advocste for-a number of the paths he
“%&MHM
i .
hm“ﬁnuimmﬁt"' \

I tend m wax poetic when | think shoue
the wuils he describes. Their beaury is
transformartive and its hard for me not o
gt curted] away by @ cermain hovely tee, an
civeloping am of mouwmgin laorel, or &
heart-stopping view of the bay pu:kmg
through & break in the woods, Mr. Botini
is mare literal, He sticks to the foms; de-
jcg'ih-iug the Iﬂ.ﬂlh}' thieir namml churac-
terstics,

Thint hee i so well-informed that you oene

Continued from C1
wwary feeling you have read saippets of

tink telly us exactly why: "
“This i the result of femas imon ox-

-
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ideeieyg and peecypitatng oue ss-a solid,

ve, woodland esst of here lics above a
= memendous aquifer whose water is high

in solubde fermus mon, This freshwoner,
hﬁgmnm#m
fine in all dircctions,

] m:ufd:cﬂdmdinﬂpmﬂmmr-

gen, changing the water-saluble fermus
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The bl bl maps af each
erail amid  directions o their starng
poines. And lese you think thar che hik-
g seson is over, think igain. As M
Bomini writes, “Thise hikes cin he
dome at any time of vean Different ses-
;rm-ﬂnrm'dlﬁrmﬂ;ﬁmufﬂl:dm

BT @ LmE makes a hike
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